

Update on Community Justice Learning (CJL)
We are pleased to confirm that the Secretary of State, Michael Gove, has signed off the CJL proposals in full with no further recommendations. Procurement of the Higher Education provision has commenced with a view to issuing contracts in Spring 2016 and the first cohort of learners commencing later that year.
What is CJL ?
Community Justice Learning provides a matrix of learning and development opportunities for staff working for the CRCs and for NPS, offering bridges and ladders for career progression. The current Probation Qualifications Framework will be withdrawn at the end of April 2016, although existing PQF learners will be given a period of time to complete their qualifications. The first phase of CJL will focus on the training and access routes to qualify as a Probation Officer. This training will remain at graduate level and will continue to comprise an integrated programme of work-based practice learning and applied academic study. CJL will provide more open, flexible and inclusive routes to PO training which also provide learning opportunities for staff in their own right 
What to Expect

New Qualifications at QCF* Levels 4 and 5 


New accessible knowledge based on-line qualifications will be available 
at Levels 4 (equivalent to the first year of a Degree); for those with a relevant vocational qualification at level 3 /4; and
at Level 5 (equivalent to the second year of  Degree or DipHE) with the option to take individual modules in Criminal Justice, Crime and Criminal Behaviour or Rehabilitation of Offenders or complete a full Level 5 qualification which in turn provides an entry requirement to PO training.

To apply for Probation Officer training you will require:
· prior experience of working with challenging behaviour; and

· a recognised qualification at QCF level 5* or above, such as an Honours degree, a Foundation degree, a Diploma of Higher Education or a vocational qualification or higher apprenticeship at level 5; and

· four core knowledge modules at level 5 in Criminal Justice System, Crime and Criminal Behaviour, Penal Policy and the Rehabilitation of Offenders.

· You can access more information about the *Qualification and Credit Framework (QCF) via the following link: http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualifications-and-credit-framework-qcf.html.
Flexible access routes
There is no longer a requirement for a relevant degree to gain access to PO training. 
· If you do not have a level 5 qualification, but do have a relevant vocational qualification at level 3, there will be an opportunity for you to gain advanced standing to the second level of the required distance learning level 5 qualification 
· If you have a level 5 qualification but it does not cover the required modules, you will now have the opportunity to undertake these by distance learning.
· If your degree covers three of the required modules there will be an opportunity for you to apply for training and take the final module whilst training to be a Probation Officer.
Further information can be found on http://www.sfjuk.com/community-justice-learning/
Next Steps
The Skills for Justice Site is being updated regularly and will include full details of the access routes and programme outline following the tendering of the contracts with university providers.
Frequently Asked Questions will also be listed on the Skills for Justice Website.[image: image1.png]
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