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 Press Statement
For immediate release
Probation Union Warn that release on temporary licence failures could get worse if probation and prison staffing crisis is not resolved urgently

HMI Prisons today published a report investigating three prisoners released on temporary licence in 2013 that led to at least one murder and an armed robbery. The Chief Inspector’s report identifies significant failings that led to the inappropriate release of three high risk of harm prisoners that could have been prevented. In the report’s findings and recommendations the inspectorate highlights the need for greater involvement of probation officers in deciding on temporary licence as they have the knowledge and skill base to manage risk.  It also identifies a lack of staff in prison to ensure each case is adequately reviewed. 
But Napo, Trade Union for Probation and Family Court Staff has raised their concerns that the current staff shortages in both probation and prison will lead to an increase in unsuitable releases. 
Ian Lawrence General Secretary said “the National Probation Service is massively understaffed as a result of Graylings reforms and outsourcing. We completely support the inspectorate’s recommendations but struggle to see how these can be implemented if there isn’t the staff to do the work. High workloads and increased stress for our members poses a direct risk to the public and this report confirms our fears. The next government will need to urgently review the delivery of probation and prison services to avoid any further catastrophic consequences.”
Private probation providers are due to take over the responsibility for the resettlement of those serving under 24 months custody on 1st May 2015 as part of Grayling’s Through the Gate model. This will see an increase of around 45,000 prisoners being released on licence. Napo is aware that the majority of providers do not have the staffing resources to do this additional work, which will inevitably impact on workloads and effective risk assessments.
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprisons/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2015/03/ROTL-redacted-file-for-print-March-2015.pdf 
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